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Discussions are also taking place with LandshareC4 about using educationally redundant land in our schools to grow our own produce and
to allow access and use by the local community — in the form of allotments. Inspired and run by Rivercottage’s Hugh Fearnly Whittingstall,
the idea would be for schools to provide the land and for local residents to use it in the same way as allotments are used now —
either for a fee, by sharing produce or by maintaining the school garden and vegetable plot. If enough schools were interested in starting
gardens, growing herbs and vegetables (for use in school kitchens) BEST would be very interested in finding partners to help schools
develop the idea.
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Talks continue with the Co-operative Group and the Co-operative College to look at the benefits of BEST
becoming a co-operative trust. Discussions have been taking place with Cobbetts (the Co-op’s legal team)
and the steering group to find an appropriate trust structure. More detail will be given and discussions
held at the next Pyramid Heads’ meeting on the 5th February at SWCC. Details of those discussions and
a copy of the presentations will be posted on the website in due course. The structure of BEST will be
made public when the BEST Statutory Proposals are published in mid February and there will be a four
week ‘Representations’ period for consultation. Governing Bodies will then meet to consider any repre-
sentations and make the decision whether to become Founding Members of BEST. It is anticipated that

@e trust will be acquired by Ist April 2009. /
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Looking  to improve standards across Lower, Middle and Upper Schools.
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