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/Children’s and Families Services\

A meeting has just taken place between the Steering
Group for Children’s and Families Services to plan their
way forward in this area. It is an exciting opportunity for
schools to work collaboratively across the pyramid
providing pastoral care, SEN support, vocational and
extended services for all of our children — 6237
approximately at last count!! This group are working
hard to come up with a ‘one stop shop’ for social
services and once their plan is complete and endorsed
by the Founding Trustees this can then be taken to
various sources of funding in the form of a bid.
Who knows maybe this model for Children’s and

Q:amilies Services could then be rolled out countrywid(y
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The steering group have recommended the trust adopt the
co-operative model for the structure of BEST. Full details can
be found on the BESTWeb - www.best-schools.org.uk.
Individuals as well as organisations will be able to join BEST,
become councillors and be elected onto the BEST board of
trustees. Initially, the board will comprise the Headteacher or
the Chair of Governors of the founding schools and as
membership grows, the regional councils will be formed and
councillors will choose representatives to sit on the board.
Membership will have five categories, schools, learners,
staff, parents, community residents and organisations.
Organisations and foundation schools will be able to become
associate members and those individuals associated with
the organisation/school will be eligible to become individual
members. The representatives of the schools who implement
the trust will have their first board meeting on 24th April 2009.

BESTaquisition

Six schools have now got as far as
producing Statutory Proposals and
Public Notices have been displayed in
our local newspapers and schools to
advise the public what they are
proposing. At the end of this month
these schools, being Samuel
Whitbread, Robert Bloomfield,
Hitchmead, Langford Lower,
Derwent Lower and Southill
Lower will meet with their
Governing Bodies to make their
decision. Raynsford School are able
to avoid most of the legalities as being
a VC school their status would not

change. They have therefore already
taken their vote to become an
associate member as soon as BEST is

up and running. The period of
representation ends on 23rd March
2009 so lan Kite is busy meeting with
these teachers and governors to
answer and discuss any questions they
may have before this date. All being
well and everyone happy our Trust,
the Bedfordshire East Schools
Trust, will be acquired on Ist April
paving the way for some exciting
projects within our founding schools
and any others who would like
to be involved.
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/Earth from the Air Another exciting project! We are currently looking at this )
exhibition and the educational value it would bring to all schools if we could have this
locally. It is a collection of large photographs of the Earth from the Air along with captions
and information relating to the picture, suitable for outdoor display, recently displayed at
Oxford Castle. A small team of teachers at Samuel Whitbread are currently looking at
writing some educational material to tie this exhibition in with the curriculum which would be
fantastic for our schools! Take a look at WWW.wecommuhnic8.com
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their work is very much ’
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community, to integrate with perhaps their own Lower School, whether it be
through IT or Football training! Maybe as a base to work from in the snow or to

provide help with establishing better communications, their commitment to this
project so far is commendable.

We currently have four year
12 students from SWCC who
are out there supporting our
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future so that students at HHH
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